Appl. No. 10/653,688 
Response dated March 2, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of Feb. 4, 2005 



REMARKS 

The Specification has been amended to correct typographical errors. 

Claims 1,14, and 18 have been amended to correct typographical errors. 

Applicant hereby elects the invention of Group I, claims 1-12 and 15-17, with traverse. 
Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1 8-20 should be included in Group I as both Groups I and 
IE are drawn to a method of preparing an imidazolium salt. Applicant respectfully requests that 
claims 13 and 14 be examined at the same time as the rest of the claims, as doing so should require 
no substantial additional work on the part of the Patent Office but will save applicant the government 
fees for prosecuting and maintaining an additional patent. 

Applicant hereby elects the Species of claims 4 and 20. 

Should the Examiner feel that a telephone conference would advance the prosecution of this 
application, he is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Applicant respectfully petitions the Commissioner for any extension of time necessary to 
render this paper timely. 

Please charge any fees due or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0694. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Seth M. Nehrbass, Reg. No. 31,281, 

e-mail: SethNehrbass@gsnd.us 
Charles C. Garvey, Jr., Reg. No. 27,889 
Gregory C. Smith, Reg. No. 29,441 
Stephen R. Doody, Reg. No. 29,062 
Brett A. North, Reg. No. 42,040 
GARVEY, SMITH, NEHRBASS & DOODY, L.L.C. 
3838 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 3290 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Tel.: (504) 835-2000 
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Fax: 504-835-2070 
www.neworleanspatents.com 

CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 20231, on 2— March, 2005. 



Seth M. Nehrbass 
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